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TAGS: PFORCNFR 

SUBJECT: FRENCH POSITION ON RECOGNITION OF COMORO 
ISLANDS GOVERNMENT 

REF: USUN 6796; STATE 302138 

AFTER CHECKING WITH HIGHER LEVELS OF QUAI, ACTING 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR AFRICA CHAUVET TOLD US DECEMBER 24 
THAT FRENCH CONTINUE TO HOPE, WITHOUT WISHING TO MAKE 
ANY DEMARCHES, THAT THEIR FRIENDS WILL BE ABLE TO HOLD 
OFF A WHILE LONGER BEFORE ESTABLISHING DIPLOMATIC RELA- 
TIONS WITH COMOROS. HE NOTED THAT WHILE THE BILL TO 
RECOGNIZE COMORIAN INDEPENDENCE (PARIS 28152) HAS NOW 
PASSED PARLIAMENT, IT HAS NOT YET BECOME LAW THROUGH 
PUBLICATION IN THE JOURNAL OFFICIEL, AND THUS THAT 
FRANCE HAS NOT YET RECOGNIZED COMOROS. FRANCE HAS NOT 
DISCUSSED THE MATTER RECENTLY WITH ITS EC PARTNERS, 

AND CHAUVET BELIEVES THE OTHERS WOULD NOT ESTABLISH 
RELATIONS WITHOUT PRIOR CONSULTATION WITH THE FRENCH. 
GAMMON 
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